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Over the past 30 years, China’s development has been remarkable.
I have had the great honour to experience this transformation at
first hand during my numerous visits to this fascinating country. In
the 21st century the People’s Republic of China has returned to the
world stage, and has reclaimed the prominent position it once held
over a period of many centuries. In view of this historic evolution,
I find it completely natural that China should host World EXPO
2010. I am confident that this EXPO will be a record-breaking one,
as reflected in the number of participating countries and visitors,
the size of the Expo-area, the dedication of the participating coun-
tries, international organizations and cities and, last but not least,




the money which will be invested in the pavilions and projects.
Austria values World Expo Shanghai as an outstanding participa-
tion project in Austria’s Expo history. We know that our participa-
tion is important for the further deepening of our historically excel-
lent, mutual relationship, not only as regards the economy, but also
in politics, culture and science.

I wish Shanghai World Expo 2010 a great historical success

and I am confident that Austria’s participation can contribute sig-
nificantly to this success. =
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