
1 UN Talks: Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary 
General, and Prof. Günther A. Granser,
President of the International Council of
the OIER, at the OIER presentation

2. Vice Chancellor ret. Dr. Hannes Androsch;
Dr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Federal Mini-
ster of Foreign Affairs of Germany; 
Dr. Günther Beckstein, Bavarian Prime 
Minister; and Prof. Günther A. Granser.

3. Robert Zoellick, President of the World
Bank, with Prof. Günther A. Granser

As a highly competent partner and an avid promoter 
of international relations, Professor Günther A. Granser, 
President of the International Council of the OIER, the 
Organization for International Economic Relations, has
played a decisive role in a number of leading positions
throughout the life of the organization. 

Born in Austria, Günther Granser was a “pioneer” in the
true sense of the term, always dedicated to the cause of
a united Europe. With a clear focus on the essentials and
yet a great attention to details, regardless of party lines
and geographical borders, he developed his strategies
for Europe and made every effort to bring together 
partners from the business community, the world of 
politics, science, the media and culture in pursuit of a
common goal. 

UN Secretaries General paid tribute to Günther Granser’s
achievements in East-West cooperation and the pro-
motion of peace at personal meetings in New York, 
Berlin and Vienna. They fully recognized his significant
contribution to European integration and his share in the
political transformation of Europe.
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International Relations
Since 1973, the OIER has held consultative status with
the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.
According to Dr. Christoph Leitl, President of the Austrian
Federal Economic Chamber, Professor Granser is a ta-
lented networker who has used his diplomatic skill to
build bridges and bring people together in the course of
a forty-year professional career.

Running his own businesses since the 1970s, Günther
Granser provides consultancy services to government
authorities, international organizations, major financial 
institutions and multinational corporations. Within a broad
range of activities, his main focus is on strategic plan-
ning, international relations, exploring new fields of busi-
ness and acquiring participating interests. 

As a sponsor of art and culture, Günther Granser holds
the position of Vice-President of the Austrian-German Cul-
tural Society and serves on the Board of the “Friends of
the National Theatre” in Munich. His humanitarian com-
mitment qualifies him for the office of Ambassador of the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta, a role in which he sup-
ports many social activities and projects. 

Professor Granser has been awarded numerous di-
stinctions for his lifetime achievement and his outstan-
ding contributions at both the national and the
international level.

Knowledge, Skills and Research
“To conquer the future, you need to bring about a con-
vergence of knowledge, skills and research”, says 
Günther Granser, who holds management positions in 
a number of international organizations and societies. 
He has been conferred honorary senatorships and 
honorary doctorates by several universities. As Honorary
Professor of the University of Graz, he initiated 
the United Global Academy Award for outstanding 
achievements and special research results. Without 
a continuous transfer of knowledge and exchanges
among the emerging elites, globalization would be in-
conceivable. Prof. Granser vigorously promotes this 
development in his capacity as co-founder and Executive
Director of UGA, the United Global Academy. This 
global platform, comprising international corporations,
universities, financial institutions and foundations from 
all continents, combines innovative and creative strength
to promote a future-oriented, international dialogue.

Bringing people together and promoting a convergence
of interests based on an international approach – this is
the principle governing Günther Granser’s life and work.
“There is the potential to bring greater tolerance and 
justice to the world, making it a more peaceful place”, 
underlined Professor Granser on the occasion of the
60th anniversary of the OIER.

www.oier.eu      www.uniglobacad.com

4 Cooperating in the “European House”,
f.l.t.r.: Prof. Günther A. Granser, President
of the International Council of the 
OIER; Dr. Benita Ferrero-Waldner, EU 
Commissioner for External Relations; 
Dr. Christoph Leitl, President of the 
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber; 
Dora Bakoyannis, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Greece

5 As a competent partner, the OIER plays 
an active role in numerous international
conferences, symposia and other events
attended by heads of states and govern-
ments as well as international economic
and financial experts

6 Economic and financial experts at 
summit talks: Director General Dr. Walter
Rothensteiner, Chairman of the Board of
Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG; 
Prof. Matthias Kleinert, Representative of
SAFRI, and Prof. Günther A. Granser
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